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France 
Every three days, 
a woman is killed 
by her partner

greece
 Women are 
two and a half times 
as likely to be unemployed 
as men

albania
Trafficking in women 
for sexual exploitation is increasing. 
Almost half of these victims 
are under the age of 18

Turkey 
More than one woman in five 
can neither read nor write, 
and this proportion reaches 50% in rural areas

Morocco 
Polygamy is still authorized 
under family law

tunisia
Inheritance laws based on 

masculine and religious privileges 
are discriminatory

Spain 
For equal work, 
women earn salaries 
that are 26% less than 
those of men 

italy
 Women’s reproductive 

and sexual rights are threatened

Slovenia  The risk of poverty is greater for women, 
and is increasing for those over the age of 65 (26% compared with 16% for men)

Croatia 
More than 16% of women who work 
are victims of sexual harassment.

bosnia 
The thousands of women 
who were mass rape victims 
between 1992 and 1995 
have still not obtained justice

MALTA
Less than 35% 
of women are 

in paid work

Lebanon 
Personal status laws, 
governed by religious 
courts are all discriminatory 
concerning women 

Cyprus  
Less than 20% of women 

occupy management positions 
in businesses 

and the civil service

Syria 
Honor crimes, such as 
the murder of a woman by 
a male member of the family, 
are legally authorized

Palestine  
As a result of the militarization 
and the deterioration in the economic 
and security situation, 
domestic violence is on the increase

Egypt
96% of married women 
between the age of 15 à 49 
are estimated to have undergone 
genital mutilations

algeria
Repudiation, 

that is divorce decided unilaterally, 
is still allowed by law

Libya 
Rape victims, if they 

lodge a complaint, can 
be prosecuted for having 

committed the crime of 
« zina » (having extra 

marital sexual relations)

Montenegro 
Only 11% of parliamentary representatives are women

Israel
Approximately 300 women are raped 
or are victims of sexual harassment 
each year

Here and there, some of the reasons for supporting women’s struggles for equality

The Fund aims to help improve the condition 
of women and to promote equal rights in all 
the countries of the Mediterranean basin, 
by contributing to the reinforcement of the 
women’s movement in the region, whether 
this be at a local or regional level.

To provide, or to help to find, the financial or 
technical means which are necessary in order 
to support actions planned by groups, asso-
ciations, organizations and individuals from  
Mediterranean countries who work towards 
equal rights for men and women.

The activities of the Fund have as their point 
of reference a lay ethical approach based on 
the principles of equality and the respect for 
human beings and the environment, as well 
as having an engagement for peace. The Fund 
is based on the principles of international law, 
and also on a holistic vision of society held by 
the international women’s movement.

Why is there a need 
for a Mediterranean 
Women’s Fund ?

Our aims

Our principles 

Our mission

Belonging to the same cultural sphere, under the influ-
ence of three mono-theocratic religions, the women of 
the Mediterranean region are subjected to a common 
form of patriarchy and despite living in apparently very 
different situations, share many similar aspects of their 
condition.

The need to win new struggles and to consolidate gains  
in a regressive climate 
Whether they come from the southern or the northern 
shores of the Mediterranean, women from the region 
know that they have not only to win new battles in 
favor of equality in many different aspects but also to 
consolidate their gains, won thanks to their tenacity 
and their struggles. Above all else, they have to act in a 
social climate which is generally in regression, due to the 
flourishing of radical conservative movements in socie-
ties undergoing change, and the more they invest the 
public sphere, the more they are confronted with violent 
reactions directed towards them.

Strengthening solidarity in the Mediterranean region

For several decades, those associations engaged in 
the defense of women’s rights stress the importance 
of promoting a Mediterranean identity in order to pro-
vide mutual support and to create networks between 
women’s movements from the countries around the 
Mediterranean.
At the same time they express their difficulties in raising 
funds which are necessary for the development of their 
projects, whether at a national or a local level. 

A Fund to support women’s struggles in the region

Starting from this analysis, women from North Africa and 
southern Europe, inspired by the experiences of funds 
created by women in other regions of the world, took the 
initiative in January 2008 to create The Mediterranean 
Women’s Fund. 

1 / Grant-making program 

> Strengthening of regional networks
• Support for the exchange of information  
   and experiences between women from  
   the region

• Support for the coordination of networks

> Strengthening of women’s movements 		
	 at a local level

• Aid for the functioning of associations

• Support for new and innovating projects 

• Support for projects directed towards  
  young women and girls

> Strengthening individual capacities
• Individual donations (grants, participation  
  at meetings, training sessions)

• Urgent aid for the defense or the protection  
  of those individuals in need

2 / Program for strengthening 		
	 the fund-raising capacities 		
	 of associations

> Aid in the training for setting up projects 
   and fund-raising  

> Aid for setting up local funds

> Provision of information and documents  
   concerning existing regional donors

The Fund has provided itself with two types 
of actions in order to achieve its objectives

Our program

How can you help us ?
You can help to participate in the creation 
of a society where women and men have 
equal status and the same opportunities.
Your support, at whatever level, will help 
women and girls from the Mediterranean 
region to give up their isolation and to 
take action to improve their situation.

You can support the Mediterranean Women’s 
Fund in various different ways :

By making a financial contribution 

> You can participate financially to our funding 
program,  to specific project appeals and/or to 
individual projects by making : 

• A grant allocation  
  (for foundations or businesses)

• An individual donation on a one-off or  
  regular basis (monthly, quarterly or annually)

• A planned donation such as an inheritance,  
  a life insurance or by other means

By making a practical contribution  

> You can support our activities by mak-
ing a practical donation, by offering the use 
of equipment, by organizing a fund-raising 
event, by providing services or technical as-
sistance and/or in many other even more 
creative ways.

Cheques or bank orders to be made out to
« Fonds pour les femmes en Méditerranée »
Credit Coopératif, Montpellier, France
Account number 00034-41020006089
Iban : FR76 4255 9000 3441 0200 0608 961


